
ביכורים



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

֙ר  ֶרץ ֲאש ֶ י־ָת֣בֹוא ֶאל־ָהָאָ֔ ִּֽ ׃ֶקָ֔ ֱאלֹ ה'ְוָהָי֙ה כ   ה  ִּֽ ָ ב ָ ְֵ֥בת  ָ֖ה  ְוָיש ַ ָ ת  ש ְ יר  ִּֽ ה ו  ֵ֥ן ְלָךָ֖ ַנֲחָלָ֑ יָך ֹנת    
ר  ֶֶׁ֨ ַאְרְצָךָ֛ ֲאש  ִּֽ יא מ  ִ֧ ב  ָ ר ת  ֶֶׁ֨ ה ֲאש  י ָהֲאָדָמָ֗ ֣ ר  ל־פ ְ ֣ית כ ָ אש   ר  ָָּ֞ מ  ְך ֶקָ֛ ֱאלֹ ה'ְוָלַקְחת  ֵ֥ן ָלָ֖ יָך ֹנת 

ְבַח֙ר  ֶׁ֤ר י  ֶ ֹום ֲאש  קָ֔ ָ ֙ ֶאל־ַהמ  ָ ַלְכת  ֶנא ְוָהִּֽ ָ֑ ָ֣ ַבט ֶ ְמת  ִּֽם׃ֶקָ֔ ֱאלֹ ה'ְוש ַ ֹו ש ָ מָ֖ ֵ֥ן ש ְ כ   יָך ְלש ַ   
י ָלָ֗ ָ֣ א  ָ֑ם ְוָאַמְרת  ים ָהה  ֣ מ  י ָ ה ב ַ ְהֶיָ֖ ֵ֥ר י  ֶ ן ֲאש  ֹה ָ֔ י ַהי ֹו֙ם לַ ו ָבאָת֙ ֶאל־ַהכ  ְדת   ֶׁ֤ ג ַ י־ֶקָ֔ ֱאלֹ ה'ו ה  יָך כ  

ע ָב֙את   ִ֧ ב ַ ש ְ ר נ  ֶֶׁ֨ ֶרץ ֲאש  נו ׃ ה'֙י ֶאל־ָהָאָ֔ ֶתת ָלִּֽ ָ֖ינו  ָלֵ֥ ַלֲאֹבת    
ָ֖ח  ְזב ַ י מ  ְפנ ֵ֕ ֹו ל  יחָ֔ נ   ֶׁ֨ ָך ְוה  ֶדָ֑ י ָ ֶנא מ  ָ֖ ן ַהט ֶ ָ֛ ֹה  ח ַהכ  יָך׃ֶקִּֽ ֱאלֹ ה'ְוָלַקִ֧   

יוְ  ֣ ְפנ  ָָּ֜ ל  יָת ְוָאַמְרת  ֶׁ֨ ְיָמה ֶקָ֗ ֱאלֹ ה' ָענ  ְצַרָ֔ ֶרד מ  ֣ י ַוי   ד ָאב ָ֔ ֣ ֙י ֹאב  ט יָך ֲאַרמ   ְמת ֣י ְמָעָ֑ ָ֖ם ב   ָגר ש ָ ֵ֥ ַוי ָ
ב׃ ו ם ָוָרִּֽ ֹול ָעצֵ֥ דָ֖ ֹוי ג ָ ם ְלגֵ֥ י־ש ֵָ֕ ְיה    וִַּֽ

ִּֽה׃ ה ָקש ָ ינו  ֲעֹבָדֵ֥ ָ֖ ו  ָעל  נֵ֥ ת ְ ו נו  ַוי   ים ַוְיַענ ָ֑ ָ֖ ְצר  עו  ֹאתָָ֛נו  ַהמ   ִ֧ ר    ַוי ָ
ק ֶאל־ ְצַעֵ֕ ע ק ֣ ֱאלֹ ה'ַונ   ַמֶׁ֤ ש ְ ָ֑ינו  ַוי   ְרא ֶאת־ ה'י ֲאֹבת  ִ֧ נו  ַוי ַ נו  ְוֶאת־ֶאת־ֹקל ָ֔ ָ֖ נו  ְוֶאת־ֲעָמל  ָ֛ ָעְני 

נו ׃ ִּֽ   ַלֲחצ 
נו   ֶׁ֤ א  ֹות ו ְבֹמְפת ִּֽים׃ ה'ַוי ֹוצ  ל ו ְבֹאתָ֖ ֹדָ֑ א ג ָ ה ו ְבֹמָרָ֖ ַע ְנטו ָיָ֔ ְזֹר֣ ד ֲחָזָק֙ה ו ב  ָיֶׁ֤ ם ב ְ י  ְצַרָ֔ מ   מ    

ֶרץ ָזַבֵ֥ת חָ  את ֶאָ֛ ֶרץ ַהז ָֹ֔ ן־ָל֙נו ֙ ֶאת־ָהָא֣ ֶ ת  ָ֑ה ַוי   ֣קֹום ַהז ֶ ָ ָ֖נו  ֶאל־ַהמ  א  ׃ַוְיב  ש  ב ו ְדָבִּֽ ָלָ֖   
י  ָ֖ ה ל   ָ ֵ֥ת  ר־ָנתַ ה ֲאש ֶ י ָהֲאָדָמָ֔ ֣ ר  ית֙ פ ְ אש   ֙י ֶאת־ר  ֙את  ב  ה ה  ֶׁ֤ נ   ה ה  ָָ֗ ֙י  ה'ְוַעת  ְפנ  ֹו ל  ָ֗ ְחת  נ ַ  ה'ְוה 

י ֶקָ֔ ֱאלֹ ָ֖ ְפנ  יָת ל  ָ֔ ֲחו  ַ ת  ש ְ יָך׃ֶקִּֽ ֱאלֹ  ה'יָך ְוה ִּֽ   
ַתן־ְלָךָ֛  ִ֧ר ָנִּֽ ֶ ֹוב ֲאש  ָ֗ ָ֣ ְבָכל־ַהט  ַמְחת  ךָ ֶקָ֖ ֱאלֹ ה'ְוש ָ ִּֽ ְרב ֶ ק  ֵ֥ר ב ְ ֶ ר ֲאש  ָ֖ י ְוַהג   ָ֔ ו  ֙ה ְוַהל   ָ ָָ֑ך ַאת  יתֶ ׃יָך ו ְלב   

(יא-דברים כו:א)  
“It will be when you will come to the land that Hashem your G-d is giving 
to you as an inheritance, you will inherit it and you will settle in it. 
Take from the first of all fruit of the ground which you will bring from 
your land which Hashem is giving to you and place it in a basket, and go to 
the place which Hashem your G-d will choose to reside his name over 
there. 
Come to the Kohen who will be in those days and say to him: I have told 
Hashem your G-d today that I have come to the land that Hashem swore to 
our forefathers to give to us. 
The Kohen will take the basket from your hand and he will place it in 
front of the    ְזב חַ מ   of Hashem your G-d. 
Call out and say in front of Hashem your G-d: ‘An Aramean caused my 
father to wander and he went down towards Egypt, and he lived there 
with a small number, and there he became a great, strong and large 
nation. 
The Egyptians were bad towards us and afflicted us, and they placed 
difficult labour upon us. 
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We cried out to Hashem the G-d of our forefathers, and He heard our 
voices and saw our affliction, hard work and persecution. 
He took us out of Egypt with a strong hand and an outstretched arm, and 
with great awe, signs and wonders. 
He brought us to this place and gave this land to us – a land flowing with 
milk and honey. 
And now behold I have brought the first part of the fruit of the ground that 
Hashem has given me.’ Place it in front of Hashem your G-d and bow down 
in front of Hashem your G-d. 
Rejoice in all the food that Hashem has given to you and your household – 
you, the Levi and the convert who is in your midst.” 
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 ּבִּכּוִרים

When ִריםּבִּכּו  
and  ִמְקָרא
ִריםּבִּכּו  apply 

(1) 
 

Comparisons 
between 
different 

things  
(2) 

 
Designating & 

bringing 
ִריםּבִּכּו  to the 

ְקדָ  ִיתּבֵ ׁשַהמ ִ  
(3) 

 
Laws of an 
רֹוִגינֹוס  ַאְנד ְ

(4) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

✓ Which species are obligatedv 
✓ When during the year does it apply 
✓ Needs to be “your land” 

- Excludes thief, renter, messenger 
 

 
ר ✓ ָמהּות ְ ִניׁשֵ רׂשֵַמע   ,  and ִריםּבִּכּו  
ר ✓ רׂשֵַמע   ַמתּות ְ  
גֹוֶאְתר ✓  tree 
✓ Human blood 
יֹוכ   ✓  

 
✓ When to designate it 
✓ The ָמד ְקדָ  ִיתּבֵ s procession to the’ַמע  ׁשַהמ ִ  
✓ Service in the ְֵקדָ  ִיתּב ׁשַהמ ִ  

- Waving the ִריםּבִּכּו  
- Reading the  ִריםּבִּכּוִמְקָרא  

✓ Decorating the ִריםּבִּכּו  

 
✓ Laws which he shares with men, women, 

both or none 
✓ Whether he is a doubtful man/woman, or 

different creation 



 
Summaries 

 ּבִּכּוִרים
Rules: 
 

ְפְ סְ  ארְ מְ חוְ אְלְ ייתְ רְ ֺאואְד  ְיק    -  A Torah law is ruled stringently in a case of doubt 
  

Concepts and Terms: 
 

ה כ  ר  ב   Bending the tip of a branch into the ground and bringing it back up at a different  -  ה 
spot in the field as a new tree 

ת ע  יִניםְׁשִב  מ ִ ה    -  7 species by which ֶאֶרץ ִיׂשְָרֵאל is praised 
א ר  ּבִּכּוִריםְִמק    -  Reciting סּוִקים ְקָדׁש in the פ ְ  thanking ,ּבִּכּוִרים upon bringing ּבִֵית ַהמ ִ

Hashem for land and produce 
 
רֹוִגינֹוס ▪ ד   נ   One who has both male and female organs  -  א 
טו ם ▪  One who has neither male nor female organs  -  ֻטּומ 

 
ֹוס רֹופ  ֹוט  פ   One who is appointed to take care of young orphans’ property  -ְ א 

חֹוֶמׁשְֶקֶרן ו    -  The value plus ¼ (which is 1/5 of the total amount of 1¼ times its value) 
ה יְִמית  יד  ִיםְב ִ ׁש מ    -  Death by the hands of Hashem 

מֹון יֹוטְמ  ֶהד    -  Possession of the owner/receiver, who therefore has the right to sell it 
הְׁש ִני א  טּומ  ל    -  Second-degree טּוְמָאה, usually because it came into contact with a  ראשון

טּוְמָאהל  
ן  One whose close relative died that day  -  אֹונ 

ר ב  יִריןְלֹוְׁשֶֶיׁשְד  ת ִ מ    -  Something which can become permitted in the future; יטּול  ב ִ
doesn’t work on such an item 
ה נו פ  ֵֹּהן When a  -  ת    waves an offering in all directions together with the owner כ 
ה ט  נ   When the bud of a fruit begins to form  -  ח 
ָרה small animals which the 8  -  ׁשֶֶרץ וֹּ  when dead טּוְמָאה lists as having a high level of ת 
ֹוי  בהמה or (wild animal) ַחָיה A creature for which it’s a doubt whether it’s a  -  כ 
(domesticated animal) 

יסּוי םְכ ִ ד  ה    -  The obligation to cover the blood of an animal which spills when it’s 
slaughtered 

ֶטר ֶ מֹורְפ  ח    -  When a firstborn donkey is redeemed by giving a sheep/goat to a ֵֹּהן  כ 
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ְקָדׁש who contributed to the ִיׂשְָרֵאִלים of 24 groups of 1  -  ַמֲעָמד  service by ּבִֵית ַהמ ִ
fasting and praying each day for 1 week at a time 

ּכּוִרים ּתֹוֶסֶפת ַהּבִ   -  Produce which isn’t the first to ripen but which one adds to his 
 ּבִּכּוִרים
 One who is particular with purity laws and is trustworthy with regards to  -  ָחֶבר
tithing 

ְגָרָמא ֶשַהְזַמן ֲעׂשֵה ִמְצַות   -  Positive ִמְצָוה bound to a specific time 
ֹוָרה The value fixed by the  -  ֵעֶרךְ   for somebody who wishes to pay his value to the ת 

ְקָדׁש ּבִֵית ַהמ ִ  
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• When the obligations of ּכּוִרים ‘ and ּבִ ּכּוִרים ִמְקָרא ּבִ ’ – reciting ּפְסּוִקים in the 

ְקָדׁש ּבִֵית ַהּמִ  thanking Hashem for land and produce – apply: 
• If one does ‘ַהְבָרָכה’ – bending the tip of a branch into the ground and bringing it back 

up at a different spot in the field as a new tree – in a way that one of the 2 trees isn’t 
in his property, both are exempt from ים ּכּורִּ  since they gain nourishment from each ּבִּ
other, and the ּהר ֺּוּת  only obligates the first fruit of “your land”. 

 If the part which is underground is below a pathway which doesn’t :ַחָכִמים 
belong to him, the trees are exempt since they gain nourishment from there. 
 It’s still obligated, since he’s allowed to have his branch there so it’s :ר' ְיהּוָדה
considered “your land”. However, he doesn’t say the א ְקר  יםּמִּ ּכּורִּ ּבִּ  since one of 
those ים  praises Hashem for “the land which you gave me”, and he isn’t the ּפְסּוקִּ
owner of that land. 

 Anybody who doesn’t own the land is exempt from ים ּכּורִּ  e.g. one who rents ,ּבִּ
and works the field, and a thief. 

• Only good quality ‘ יִנים ִׁשְבַעת ַהּמִ ’ – 7 species by which ֵאלֶּאֶרץ ר  ש ְ יִּ  is praised – are 
obligated. 

• One may only bring ים ּכּורִּ ה since the ,ׁשְבּועֹות after ּבִּ  states that the first produce ּתֹור 
brought into the ית ׁשּּבֵ ְקד  ַהּמִּ  needs to be the י ֶחםּׁשְּתֵ ַהּלֶ  (2 loaves brought on 
 .(ׁשְבּועֹות

ים One may bring :ַחָכִמים  ּכּורִּ ה until ּבִּ  since produce remains in the fields ַחנּוּכ 
until then, however one doesn’t say א ְקר  יםּמִּ ּכּורִּ ּבִּ  past סּוּכֹות since one may 
only say it in a time of rejoicing over the harvest. 
ֵתיָרא ן ּבְ ים One says :ר' ְיהּוָדה ּבֶּ ּכּורִּ אּּבִּ ְקר  ה until מִּ  .ַחנּוּכ 

• A convert is obligated to bring ים ּכּורִּ א but not to say ּבִּ ְקר  יםּמִּ ּכּורִּ ּבִּ , since he isn’t able 
to thank Hashem for “the land which you swore to our ancestors to give to us”, as his 
ancestors weren’t Jewish and a convert has no inheritance in ֵאלֶּאֶרץ ר  ש ְ יִּ . 

 A Jew whose father isn’t Jewish does say א ְקר  יםּמִּ ּכּורִּ ּבִּ , even though inheritance 
is passed down from the father’s side, since he has Jewish ancestors. 

 A convert should say “the G-d of the Jews’ ancestors” instead of “our ancestors” 
at the beginning of ֶעׂשְֵרהְּׁשמֹוֶנה , and if he’s the חזן then he should say “your 
ancestors”. This doesn’t apply to a Jew whose father isn’t Jewish. 

ן ַיֲעֹקב  ר ּבֶּ זֶּ יעֶּ  may not marry a woman descended from 2 converts ּכֵֹהן A :ר' ֱאּלִ
who married each other. 

 A woman or slave who owns land is obligated in ים ּכּורִּ א but not ּבִּ ְקר  יםּמִּ ּכּורִּ ּבִּ , 
since they didn’t inherit ֵאלֶּאֶרץ ר  ש ְ יִּ . 

- An ‘רֹוִגינֹוס  ’ֻטְמטּום‘ one who has both male and female organs, and – ’ַאְנּדְ
– one who has neither male nor female organs, don’t say א ְקר  יםּמִּ ּכּורִּ ּבִּ . 

• An ‘ַאּפֹוְטרֹוּפֹוס’ – one who is appointed to take care of young orphans’ property – and 
messenger sent to bring ים ּכּורִּ א are exempt from the ּבִּ ְקר  יםּמִּ ּכּורִּ ּבִּ . 

 Therefore, one may not appoint a messenger to take his ים ּכּורִּ  unless this was ּבִּ
his intention when he designated the fruit. 

 פרק א
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 If one buys 1 tree, it’s understood that the land beneath it isn’t part of the sale :ַחָכִמים •

so he’s exempt from ִּבּכּוִרים; if he buys 2 trees, it’s a doubt so he’s obligated in ִּבּכּוִרים 
but not ּבִּכּוִרים ִמְקָרא ; if he buys 3 trees, he’s obligated in both. 
אִִיר  .If he buys 1 tree, it’s a doubt; if he buys 2 trees, he’s obligated in both :ר'ִמִ 

 If he specifies that he’s buying the land too, he’s obligated in both. 
• If the tree from which the fruit came isn’t alive when he brings the ּבִּכּוִרים to the 

ְקָדׁש ּבִֵית ַהמ ִ , he doesn’t say ּבִּכּוִרים ִמְקָרא  since it’s considered as if he no longer has 
land. 

ְקָדׁש to the ּבִּכּוִרים If one sells his field before bringing the :ַחָכִמים •  he doesn’t ,ּבִֵית ַהמ ִ
say ִּבּכּוִרים ִמְקָרא , and the buyer must bring ּבִּכּוִרים and say ִּבּכּוִרים ִמְקָרא  for any 
produce which the seller didn’t take. 
 .The buyer must do so even for the produce which the seller already took :ר'ְִיהּוָדה

 If one brings ִּבּכּוִרים for different species on 2 separate occasions, he reads 
ּבִּכּוִרים ִמְקָרא  both times. 

• If the fruit which one designated as ּבִּכּוִרים can’t be brought to the ְקָדׁש ּבִֵית ַהמ ִ , e.g. 
they were stolen or became א  ִמְקָרא he must replace them but doesn’t read ,ָטמ 
 .since the replacement fruit didn’t ripen first ,ּבִּכּוִרים

 If a non- ֵֹּהן  כ  eats the replacement ּבִּכּוִרים, he isn’t obligated to pay ‘ ָוחֹוֶמׁשִֶקֶרן ’ 
- the value plus ¼ (which is 1/5 of the total amount of 1¼ times its value) – to a 
ֵֹּהן  .כ 

 If one’s ּבִּכּוִרים become ָטֵמא in the ְקָדׁש ֵּבִית ַהמ ִ , he is exempt from ִמְקָרא 
 commands that they be brought תורה and from replacing them, since the ּבִּכּוִרים
“to the house of Hashem”. 

ן Fruit which grows in :ַחָכִמים • ְרד  ִַהי ַ ֶבר  which 2½ tribes ,ַיְרֵדן east side of the) ע 
inherited instead of ִיׂשְָרֵאל ֶאֶרץ  itself) is obligated in ִּבּכּוִרים and ּבִּכּוִרים ִמְקָרא , since 
it’s included in “the land which you gave me”. 
ִליִלי יִַהג ְ יֹוס   talks of “the land flowing with ִמְקָרא ּבִּכּוִרים They are exempt, since the :רִ'
milk and honey”, a reference to ִיׂשְָרֵאל ֶאֶרץ . 

• One who owns the right be an ִחֹוֶכר /ָאִריס  (one who rents and works a field in return 
for a portion of the annual crop) in a certain field is obligated in ּבִּכּוִרים and  ִמְקָרא
 .ּבִּכּוִרים

 פרק א
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• Comparisons between different things: 

1) Laws which apply to רּוָמה ים and ת ְּ ו רִּ כ  ַ ש ַ עַ מַ  but not to ב ִּ ינִַּרַש  : 
- A non-ן ֹּה  ‘ who eats it intentionally is liable to כ  יֵדי ִמיָתה ׁשַָמִים ב ִ ’ – death by the 

hands of Hashem; if he eats it unintentionally then he must pay ֶמש חוֹּ  .ֶקֶרןַוְּ
- It’s considered ‘ ֶהְדיֹוט ָממֹון ’ – the property of the ן ֹּה   who receives it – and he may כ 

sell it. 
- It’s nullified in 100 times more ין  .חּולִּ
- One must wash his hands before eating it, to remove the ‘ ְלטּוְמָאה ׁשִֵני ’ – second-

degree ָאה א which can make these types of food – טּומְּ  .ָטמ 
- After a ן ֹּה  ֶוה has purified himself in a כ  קְּ  .he must wait until nightfall to eat it ,מִּ

2) Laws which apply to י נִּ רַש   ש   ע  ים and מ  ו רִּ כ  רּוָמה but not to ב ִּ  :ת ְּ
- It must be brought up to ם יִּ רו ׁשָל  יתַ the / יְּ ָדׁשב   קְּ מ ִּ ה  , and this is accompanied by a 

declaration. 
 one whose close relative died that day – may not eat it, as the - ’אֹוֵנן‘ An :ַחָכִמים -

הָרַֺות ַ  says regarding י נִּ ַש   ר ש   ע  ים and since ,מ  ו רִּ כ   must be eaten in a state of ב ִּ
rejoicing. 
ים He may eat :ר' ׁשְִמעֹון ו רִּ כ   .ב ִּ

ח If one still has it by :ַחָכִמים - ס  ֶ יָטה of the 4th and 7th year of the פ   cycle, it must ׁשְּמִּ
be burnt (‘יעּור  .(’ב ִ
ים :ר' ׁשְִמעֹון ו רִּ כ  ן should be given to a ב ִּ ֹּה   .and not burnt כ 

- If any amount of it is mixed with ין ם whilst in חּולִּ יִּ רּוָשל   it isn’t nullified since it’s ,יְּ
a ‘ יִרין לֹו ׁשֶֶיׁש ָדָבר ַמת ִ ’ – something which can be permitted in another way other 
than nullification, i.e. eating it within ם יִּ רּוָשל   .יְּ

o ַחָכִמים: So too, if the mixture is planted, that which grows from it has the same 
status as it. 
ין It is considered :ר' ׁשְִמעֹון  .חּולִּ

3) Laws which apply to רּוָמה ַ ש ַ עַ מַ  and ת ְּ ינִַּרַש   but not to ים ו רִּ כ   :ב ִּ
- It’s forbidden to eat one’s produce before separating it. 
- They have a fixed amount which is hinted to in the ַ הָרַֺות . 
- It applies even to produce other than the ים ינִּ מ ִּ תַה  ע   .ׁשִּבְּ
- It applies even without a ַית ָדׁשב   קְּ מ ִּ ה  . 
- Even somebody who doesn’t own the land on which the produce grew, e.g. a thief, is 

obligated to separate it. 
4) Laws which apply to ים ו רִּ כ  רּוָמה but not to ב ִּ ַ ש ַ עַ מַ  and ת ְּ ינִַּרַש  : 

- It’s designated and becomes ים נִּ ֹּה   s property whilst it is still attached to the’כ 
ground. 

- One can designate all of his produce as ים ו רִּ כ  ָרה as the ,ב ִּ וֹּ  adds the word “all” when ת 
talking about the obligation. 

- If it gets lost after it’s been designated (and before it’s been brought to the ַת ּב יִּ
ָדׁש קְּ מ ִּ  .one must replace it ,(ה 
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- It’s accompanied by 4 (1) :מצוות A ן ׁשְָלִמים  ;sing ְלִוִיים is offered up; (2) the ָקְרב ַּ

נּוָפה‘ (3) ֵֹּהן the – ’ּתְּ  waves it in all directions together with the owner; (4) one must כ 
sleep in ִים ְקָדׁש the night after bringing it to the ְירו ׁשָלַּ מ ִ ית הַּ  .ב ֵ

• ‘ רּוַמת ַמֲעׂשֵר ּתְּ ’ – 1/10 of the ֲעׂשֵר ִראׁשְֹון מַּ  which a ֵלִוי receives that must be given to 
a ֵֹּהן ת produce as ָטהֹור in that one may designate ִּבּכּוִרים is similar to – כ  רּומַּ ֲעׂשֵר ת ְ מַּ  
on behalf of ָטֵמא produce, since the 2 piles of produce don’t need to be ‘ ן ף ּמִ ּקָ ַהּמֻּ ’ – 
next to each other – when separating from one on behalf of the other. 
It’s similar to רו ָמה  in that (a) it’s forbidden to eat the rest of the produce until it’s ת ְ
been separated, and (b) it has a fixed amount which is hinted to in the ָרה וֹּ  .ת 

• An רֹוג  – ’ַחָנָטה‘ tree has the status of a regular tree, i.e. its critical stage of growth is ֶאתְּ
when the fruit begins to form – with regards to the laws of (a) ‘ָלה  a tree in its first – ’ָערְּ
3 years of growth when it’s forbidden to benefit from its fruit, (b) ‘ יעִ בָ רְּ  ֶנַטע ’ – a tree in 
its 4th year when its fruit must be eaten in ִים  .ׁשְִמיָטה and (c) ,ְירו ָׁשלַּ
ִליֵאל ן ַגמְּ  ,It has the status of vegetables, i.e. its critical stage is when it’s harvested :ַרּבָ
with regards to determining during which year it grew for tithing laws. This is because 
it cannot survive on rainwater alone, just like vegetables. 
יֶעֶזר י ֱאּלִ ָרה It has the status of a tree for this too, just like the :ַרּבִ וֹּ  shows regarding ת 
 .ָעְרָלה

• Human blood is similar to animal blood in that if food comes into contact with it then 
the food gains the ability to become ָטֵמא; it’s similar to the blood of a ‘8 – ’ׁשֶֶרץ small 
animals which the ָרה וֹּ  when dead – in that one טּוְמָאה lists as having a high level of ת 
isn’t ָייב ֵרת חַּ כ ָ  for eating it. 

1) Stringencies which a ‘ּכֹוי’ – creature for which it’s a doubt whether it’s a ָיה  wild) חַּ
animal) or ֵהָמה ָיה shares with a – (domesticated animal) ב ְ  :חַּ
- One must cover its blood with earth after slaughtering it (‘ יסּוי םדָּ הַ  ּכִ ’), and it’s 

forbidden to slaughter it on טֹוב יֹום  since when טֹוב יֹום  begins he only has the 
intention to use the ashes of his oven to cover blood which is definitely obligated in 
ד ָ  יסּוי הַּ םכ ִ , so the ashes are מו ְקָצה for a ֹוי  .and he won’t be able to cover the blood כ 

- If it dies without being slaughtered, some of its fats are ָטֵמא. 
 If he enters the ְקָדׁש מ ִ  from its fats, he isn’t liable ָטֵמא after becoming ּבִֵית הַּ
to the punishment of ֵרת  .טּוְמָאה since it’s only a doubtful ,כ ָ

- It can’t be used to redeem a firstborn donkey (‘ֶטר ַחמֹור  since only a sheep or ,(’ּפֶ
goat may be used. 

2) Laws which a ֹוי ֵהָמה shares with a כ   :ב ְ
- It’s forbidden to eat some of its fats even when slaughtered correctly. 

 If he does so, he isn’t liable to ֵרת  .since it’s only forbidden out of doubt כ ָ
- It may not be bought with ֲעׂשֵר ׁשִֵני מַּ  money in ִים ֵהָמה since a ,ְירו ׁשָלַּ  which is ב ְ

bought must be offered up as a ן ׁשְָלִמים ָקְרב ַּ  but this can’t be offered up in case it 
isn’t a ֵהָמה  .ב ְ

ֵֹּהן When it’s slaughtered for oneself, certain parts of it must be given to a :ַחָכִמים -  .כ 
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יֶעֶזר י ֱאל ִ ֹוִציא ֵמַחֵברֹו ָעָליו ָהְרָאָיה‘ He’s exempt from giving these, since :ַרב ִ  one – ’ַהמ 
may only take something from somebody else if they prove that they’re entitled to 
it. 

3) Laws in which a ּכֹוי is different to both a ַחָיה and ֵהָמה  :ּבְּ
- It’s forbidden to work or breed it together with a ַחָיה or a ֵהָמה  .ּבְּ
- One who writes in a document that he is giving all of his ַחיֹות and ֵהמֹות  to ּבְּ

somebody, a ּכֹוי isn’t included. 
1) Laws in which a ּכֹוי is the same as both a ַחָיה and ֵהָמה  :ּבְּ

- It requires slaughtering. 
- If it dies without being slaughtered correctly, it becomes ָטֵמא. 
- A limb which is separated from it whilst it’s still alive is ָטֵמא. 

• If one declares that he is becoming a ָנִזיר on condition that a ּכֹוי is either a ֵהָמה ,ַחָיה  ,ּבְּ
both or none, he is considered a ָנִזיר since ‘ ְלחּוְמָרא ְדאֹוַרְייָתא ְסֵפיָקא ’ – a doubtful case 
is ruled stringently in a case of a Biblical law. 
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x The process of designating and bringing up the ּכּוִרים ית  to the ּבִ ְקָדׁשּבֵּ ַהּמִ : 

 As soon as the first fruit begins to ripen on a tree, the owner should tie a soft :ַחָכִמים (1
reed around the fruit and designate it as ּכּוִרים  .ּבִ
 again after they’ve been detached from ּבִּכּוִרים He must designate them as :ר' ׁשְִמעֹון
the ground, since the ּתֹוָרה implies that it must be considered a ‘fruit’ when it’s declared 
as ּכּוִרים  .ּבִ

2) All members of a ‘1 – ’ַמֲעָמד of 24 groups of ִיׂשְָרֵאִלים who contributed to the ית  ּבֵ
ְקָדׁש  service by fasting and praying each day for 1 week at a time – travel to the city ַהּמִ
of the head of their ַמֲעָמד and sleep in the city square, to avoid the chance of 
becoming ָטֵמא by being under the same roof as a dead body, which would prevent one 
from entering the ית ְקָדׁש ּבֵ ַהּמִ . 
o One who brings his ּכּוִרים  should bring fruit which ְירּוָׁשַלִים from far away from ּבִ

last longer and won’t rot before arrival, e.g. raisins. 
3) An ox walks in front of the procession, and his horns are covered in gold and an olive 

branch, and somebody plays a flute at the front too. 
4) They send messengers to inform the people of ְירּוׁשַָלִים that they are approaching, and 

leaders of ּכַֹהִנים and ְלִוִיים and the treasurers of the  ית ְקָדׁשּבֵ ַהּמִ  come out to greet 
them; more would come for a larger group. 
o Workers in ְירּוׁשַָלִים pause to greet them, to give honour and glory to the ִמְצָוה. 

5) Once they reach ית ַהר ַהּבַ , the owner himself must carry the basket of ּכּוִרים  .ּבִ
6) If doves were used to adorn the baskets, they are offered up as נֹות עֹוָלה ָקְרּבָ . 
נּוָפה then does ,ִמְקָרא ּבִּכּוִרים He reads the entire :ַחָכִמים (7 ן with the ּתְ  .ּכֹהֵּ

נּוָפה He does :ר' ְיהּוָדה  as that’s where it’s written ,ִמְקָרא ִּבּכּוִרים in the middle of the ּתְ
in the ּתֹוָרה. 
o If the one bringing the ּכּוִרים ּכּוִרים ִמְקָרא doesn’t know how to read the ּבִ ּבִ , a 

 .tells him what to say, phrase by phrase ּכֵֹהן
- When the ַחָכִמים saw that some people who weren’t able to read stopped 

bringing ּכּוִרים  ּכֵֹהן because of the embarrassment, they instituted that a ּבִ
should do this for everyone who brings ּכּוִרים   .ּבִ

8) He places the ּכּוִרים ח on the side of the ּבִ  .bows down fully and exits ,ִמְזּבֵּ
x Wealthy people should bring their ּכּוִרים  in gold and silver baskets, and poor people ּבִ

should bring them in woven ֲעָרָבה baskets. 
o Only a poor person’s basket is kept by the ּכֵֹהן together with the fruit. 

x ס ן ַנּנָ י ׁשִמְ עֹון ּבֶּ ּכּוִרים One may decorate :ַרּבִ  with produce which is exempt from ּבִ
 .ּבִּכּוִרים
יִנים One may only decorate it with :ר' ֲעִקיָבא  ,ֶאֶרץ ִיׂשְָרֵאל which come from ׁשְִבַעת ַהּמִ
so that people don’t incorrectly conclude that ּכּוִרים  .can come from other produce ּבִ

x ּכּוִרים‘ :ר' ׁשְִמעֹון ת הַ ּבִ פֶּ  produce which isn’t the first to ripen but which one adds – ’ּתֹוסֶּ
to his ּכּוִרים ּכּוִרים has the same status as the – ּבִ  fruit themselves, if it’s the same ּבִ
species. 
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o Therefore, it must be eaten in a state of purity. 
o If a ֵֹּהן ָהָאֶרץ ַעם receives it from an כ  , he doesn’t need to tithe it out of concern 

that the ָהָאֶרץ ַעם  didn’t do so, since it’s exempt from tithes. 
o Even according to the opinion that produce from ְרֶדן ֵעֶבר ַהי ַ  is obligated in 

ֹוֶסֶפת it can’t become ,ּבִּכּוִרים ּכּוִרים ת  ַהב ִ . 
x ָנא ַקָמא ַ ֵֹּהן is considered the property of the ּבִּכּוִרים Since :ת   who receives it, it may be כ 

sold and used to pay off a debt, but it retains its status even after given away. 
ֵֹּהן away to another ּבִּכּוִרים One may only give :ר' ְיהּוָדה  one who is – ’ָחֶבר‘ who is a כ 
particular to eat even unsanctified food in a state of purity – and he must not take 
anything in exchange for it. 
ַֹּהִנים to the ּבִּכּוִרים One gives his :ַחָכִמים ְקָדׁש working in the כ  ית ַהמ ִ  ,at that time ב ֵ
and they split it among themselves, including the ַֹּהִנים ֵבִריםחַ  who aren’t considered כ  , 
since they purify themselves before serving in the ְקָדׁש  so will remain pure to ּבִֵית ַהמ ִ
eat the ּבִּכּוִרים too, just as they do for נֹות  .ָקְרב ָ
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x The status of an ‘רֹוִגינֹוס  :one who has both male and female features – ’ַאְנד ְ

Stringencies which an רֹוִגינֹוס  :shares with men ַאְנד ְ
x He becomes ָטֵמא if a whitish substance flows from his body. 
x He may not be alone with a woman. 
x He may not get married, but if he illegally marries a woman and he is a ֵֹהן  she may eat ,כ 

רּוָמה ָנן ת ְ ַרב ָ ִמד ְ  as a result of the marriage, since ְלחּוְמָרא ְדאֹוַרְייָתא ְסֵפיָקא . However, 
if he isn’t a ֵֹהן ֵֹהן and marries a male כ  רּוָמה he may not eat ,כ   as a result of the ת ְ
marriage, since the prohibition of a man marrying a man is more severe than a woman 
marrying a woman. 
o He should dress like a man so that he doesn’t come to marry a man. 

x If there isn’t enough inheritance for both the dead man’s sons to inherit and daughters 
to be supported, then only the daughters are supported but the sons and רֹוִגינֹוס  ַאְנד ְ
don’t receive any inheritance. 

x He is obligated even in ִמְצוֹות which apply to males only, i.e. having אֹות ֵּ  ,using a razor ,פ 
a ן ֹהֵּ א becoming כ  ‘ from a dead body and a ָטמֵּ ְגָרָמא ֶשַהְזַמן ֲעׂשֵּה ִמְצַות ’ - positive מצוה 
bound to a specific time. 
 

Stringencies which an רֹוִגינֹוס  :shares with women ַאְנד ְ
x He becomes ָטֵמא if blood flows from his body. 
x He may not be alone with a woman. 
x He doesn’t create an obligation of ּום  .if he is the only brother of the dead man ִיב 
x If there is a large inheritance, such that the daughters of the dead man receive just 

enough to support themselves and the sons split the rest, the רֹוִגינֹוס  only receives ַאְנד ְ
enough to support himself. 

x He’s an invalid witness. 
x If he’s a ֵֹהן רּוָמה and has illegal relations with a male relative, he may no longer eat כ   .ת ְ

 
Laws which an רֹוִגינֹוס  :shares with both men and women ַאְנד ְ
x One who injures him must pay him for the damage. 
x One who curses him is liable to the punishment of ַמְלקּות (lashes). 
x One who kills him unintentionally is exiled and one who kills him intentionally is killed. 
x One who gives birth to an רֹוִגינֹוס נֹות must bring 2 ַאְנד ְ  after 80 days have passed ָקְרב ָ

since the birth. 
x If he’s a ֵֹהן ִיׂשְָרֵאל ֶאֶרץ he may eat sanctified food which is eaten in the entire ,כ  , e.g. 

רּוָמה  .ת ְ
x If he’s the only child of a dead man, he receives the entire inheritance. 

 פרק ד



 
Summaries 

 ּבִּכּוִרים
Laws in which an רֹוִגינֹוס  :is different to both men and women ַאְנד ְ
x If a whitish substance or blood flows from his body and then he touches רּוָמה  it isn’t ,ת ְּ

burnt since this is a doubtful טּוְמָאה. 
x If he enters the ָדׁש קְּ ֵרת he isn’t liable to the punishment of ,ָטֵמא when ּבִֵית ַהמ ִ  since כ ָ

the ֹוָרה  .specifies that this applies only to a definite male or female ת 
x He can’t be sold as a slave, since males and females have different laws regarding this. 
x He hasn’t got an ‘ ְֵּעֶרך’ – value fixed by the ֹוָרה  for somebody who wishes to pay his ת 

value to the ית ְקָדׁש ב ֵ ַהמ ִ . 
x If one declares that he is becoming a ָנִזיר on condition that an רֹוִגינֹוס ד ְּ  is neither ַאנְּ

a male nor a female, he is considered a ָנִזיר since an רֹוִגינֹוס  has some laws which ַאְנד ְ
apply to neither a male nor a female. 

x The blood which flows from one who gives birth to a male between 8 and 40 days after 
the birth is considered ָטהֹור, and if she gives birth to a female then it’s ָטהֹור between 
15 and 80 days after the birth. If she gives birth to an רֹוִגינֹוס ד ְּ  טהור then it’s ,ַאנְּ
between 15 and 40 days after the birth. 

 
x ַחָכִמים: It’s a doubt whether an רֹוִגינֹוס  is considered a man or woman, so all the ַאְנד ְ

aforementioned stringencies apply. 
 It’s a different type of creation which is neither male nor female, so not all of the :ר' יֹוִסי
stringencies of both men and women are applied to him. 
o A ‘טו ם  one whose male and female features are covered by skin – is – ’ֻטּומְּ

considered a doubtful male or female, so all the stringencies do apply. 
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1. List 3 conditions for produce to be obligated in ים ּכּורִּ  .ּבִּ
2. What is the ideal time period for ים ּכּורִּ ש   to be brought to the ּבִּ ְקּדָּ ית ַהּמִּ  ,ּבֵּ

and why? 
3. Why doesn’t a convert recite the א ְקרָּ ים מִּ ּכּורִּ ּבִּ ? 
4. Why may one ideally not send a messenger to bring his ים ּכּורִּ ית  to the ּבִּ ּבֵּ

ש   ְקּדָּ  ?ַהּמִּ
5. a. List 2 laws which applies to ים ּכּורִּ ה and ּבִּ רּומָּ י but not to ּתְ נִּ ֵּ ר ש   .ַמֲעש ֵּ

b. List 2 laws which applies to י נִּ ֵּ ר ש  ה and ַמֲעש ֵּ רּומָּ כּ  but not to ּתְ יםּבִּ ּורִּ . 
6. Name 2 of the 4 ְצוֹות ים which accompany the bringing of מִּ ּכּורִּ  .ּבִּ
7. a. List 2 stringencies which a  ּיֹוכ  has which is common with a ה מָּ הֵּ  .ּבְ

b. List 2 stringencies which a  ּיֹוכ  has which is common with a ַחיָּּה. 
8. What is the name of the group with whom one would bring ים ּכּורִּ  and ,ּבִּ

what else did this group do together? 
9. Why was it instituted that a ן ים would tell the person bringing ּכֹּהֵּ ּכּורִּ  what ּבִּ

to say, phrase by phrase? 
10. What is the difference between an  ַינא סֹוְנְדרֹוגִּ  and a ֻטְמטּום, and 

according to  'יר יֹוסֵּ  why does a ֻטְמטּום have many stringencies which an 
ינ סֹוַאְנְדרֹוגִּ  doesn’t? 
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