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“Hashem spoke to Moshe on Mount Sinai saying:
Speak to the Jewish People and say to them: When you come to the land
which I am giving to you, the land shall rest a rest for Hashem.
For six years you shall plant seeds in your field, and for six years you shall
cut [vines in] your vineyard, and you shall gather in your produce.
And in the seventh year there will be a great rest for the land, a rest for
Hashem; you shall not plant seeds in your field and you shall not cut [the
vines in] your vineyard.
That which grows from your previous year’s harvest you shall not harvest,
and the grapes of your set-apart vine you shall not harvest; it will be a
year of rest for the land.
The rest of the land will be for you for eating, for you, you slave, you
maidservant, your paid worker and your resident who lives with you.
And for you domesticated animal and for your wild animal which are in
your land – all of its produce will be to eat.”
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Forbidden
forms of
work during
יטה
ָ ְׁש ִמ
(3-4.6)

When this time begins
- What and how much is in the field
- Work which is forbidden  ִמ ְּד ַר ָּבנָּ ןduring
יטה
ָּ  ְּש ִמbut doesn’t improve the tree
itself
- Produce which grows before & during
יטה
ָּ ְּש ִמ
Activities which appear to be forbidden
Removing stones and building in a field
Preventing harming of produce

יעית
ִ ֵּפירוֹתּ ְׁש ִב
– יטה
ָ ְׁש ִמ
produce
(4.7-5.5;
7-9)

Prohibition of wasting it, e.g. cutting it
before it’s ripe
Unique species
Which things have יעית
ִ שתּ ֵּפירוֹתּ ְׁש ִב
ַ ְׁקדוּ
- Permitted uses
ִביעוּר
- Where it applies - When it applies

Causing a sin
(5.6-5.9)

Prohibition to sell things whose purpose is
a form of forbidden work during יטה
ָ ְׁש ִמ
Leniencies for the sake of promoting piece

Where
יטה
ָ ְׁש ִמ
applies (6)

3 different levels of obligation depending on
location
Taking things out of or to ֶא ֶרץּיִ ְׁש ָר ֵּאל
- יעית
ִ  ֵּפירוֹת ְּש ִב- ש ֶמן ְּש ֵּריפָּ ה
ֶ - ְּתרוּ ָּמה

יטתּ ְׁכ ָס ִפים
ַ ְׁש ִמ
- Cancellation
of debts (10)

Which types of debts are cancelled
Ways to prevent the cancellation

Key terms
יעית
ִ שׁ ְִב
Concepts and Terms:
יעית
ִ וֹספֶ ת שּׁ ְִב
ֶ  ּת- The period before יטה
ָ ש ִמ
ְׁ when some of the יטה
ָ ש ִמ
restrictions apply
 ַּ ּב ַּעלfield - A field which survives mainly on rainwater alone
 ַּא ְבנֵ י ָּ ּכ ֵתף- Large stones carried on the shoulder which are most commonly used for
building
יעית
ִ ירות ּ ְש ִב
ֹ ּשת ּ ֵפ
ַּ  ְקדו- Sanctity (and restrictions) of יטה
ָ  ש ִמproduce
 בִּ יעוּר- The point during יטה
ָ  ש ִמwhen a particular species is no longer available
for animals in the fields and one must remove all of that species from his house
ש ֶמן ְש ֵרפָּ ה
ֶ -  ּתרו ָּמהoil which becomes  ָט ֵמאso must be burnt
▪  נְ בֵ לָּ ה- Animal which dies without valid יטה
ָ ש ִח
▪  ְט ֵרפָּ ה- Animal with an internal wound so may not be eaten
 ֹנו ֵתן ַּט ַּעם- When food/drink affects the taste/flavour of the other foods/liquids in
a mixture
יחים
ִ  ְּס ִפ- Produce which grows from seeds which were dropped the previous year
רוזְ בּ וּל
ֹ  ְּפ- A document which is signed by judges and witnesses and in which one
gives over the right of his loans to  ֵּביתְׁ ִדיןand they are therefore not cancelled
חוב
ֹ  ְש ַּטר- Loan document
עב ִדים
ּ ָּ ש
ֻׁ  ְּנכָּ ִסים ְמ- Property sold by the borrower during the period of the loan
which the lender may collect as payment if the borrower can’t pay back the loan
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• ‘יעית
ִ וֹספֶ ת ְש ִב
ֶ  – ’ ּתthe period before יטה
ָ  ְש ִמwhen some of the יטה
ָ ְש ִמ
restrictions apply:

• ר' יִ ְש ָמעאל: It is ֹשה ִּמִּסִּינַ י
ֶ ( ַהלָ כָ ה ִּלִּמlaw which has been passed down since ִּמשֶׁה
ֹ
)ר ֵּבינוּ
ַ that it’s forbidden to plough in a field for 30 days before שמִּיטִָּה
ִּ .
ר' ַע ִקיבָ א: This isn’t ֹשהִּמִּסִּינַ י
ֶ הלָ כָ הִּלמ,
ַ rather it’s learnt from the וֹרה
ָ  תwhich says
“you shall rest from ploughing and harvesting”, which can’t be talking about  שַׁבָּתsince
it wouldn’t single out just 2 of the 39 prohibited forms of work of שַׁבָּת, nor can it be
talking about שמִּיטִָּה
ִּ , since the וֹרה
ָ  תelsewhere forbids harvesting then. Rather, the
ploughing is referring to שביעית
ִּ ִּ וֹספֶ ת
ֶ  תand the “harvesting” is referring to doing so
the year following שמִּיטִָּה
ִּ to produce which was grown illegally during שמִּיטִָּה
ִּ .
ר' יִ ְש ָמעאל: That  ָפסוּקteaches that harvesting wheat for the ִּעוֹמר
ֶ
 ָקר ַבןis
allowed on שׁבָּת
ַ .
בּ ית שׁ ּ ַַמאי: מ ְדּ ַר ָ ּבנָ ן,
ִ it’s forbidden to plough in a tree field in the 6th year once it
no longer benefits the 6th year produce by causing the rain to descend deeper
into the ground- and this time is slightly different each year.
בּ ית ִהלל: The time is  שִּבוּעוֹתevery year.
- Even before this time, one may only plough the entire field if there are at
least 3 trees per  ֵּבית ִּס ָאהwhich are each the size of a tree which can
produce fruit weighing 60 Italian  ָמנֶ הin total; otherwise, only the area
around each tree which is taken up by the one who gathers the fruit and
his basket (2 )אמוֹת
ַ may be ploughed.
o This is true even if the 3 trees are owned by different people.
o There must be a distance of at least 4  ַאמוֹתin between each tree,
since otherwise they are bound to be uprooted and replanted
elsewhere.
o If there are at least 10 trees per  ֵּבית ִּס ָאה, the entire field may be
ploughed even if they are smaller than this.
If there are 10 ( נְ ִטיעוֹתyoung trees) spread throughout a בּ ית ְס ָאה, it may all
be ploughed until the beginning of יטה
ָ שמ, since they need more water.
- חכָ ִמים:
ַ Gourd plants also require lots of water, so up to 4 of the 10 may
be gourd plants instead of trees.
רבָּן שׁ ְִמעוֹן בֶּן גַ ְמלִ יאל:ַ Even if all 10 are gourd plants, the field may be
ploughed until the beginning of יטה
ָ שמ.
- ר' ֶאלְ ָעזָ ר בֶּן עֲ זַ ְריָה: A tree is considered a יעה
ָ  נִּטuntil it becomes ‘’חוּלִ ין
– regular produce which may be eaten by anybody – in its 4th or 5th year.
הוֹש ַע
ֻ
ְר' י: An olive tree is young until 7 years; a fig tree until 6 years; a vine
until 5 years.
ר' ַע ִקיבָ א: A tree is a יעה
ָ  נִּטfor as long as people refer to it as such.
- If a tree is chopped and branches grow from its stump, the branches are
considered a יעה
ָ  נטif the stump is cut to be less than 1  ֶטפַ חhigh.
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• It’s  ָאסוּר ִמ ְּד ַר ָבנָ ןto plough in a non-tree field once it no longer benefits the 6th
year’s produce, which is once the moisture in the upper part of the ground dries up.
ר' שׁ ְִמעוֹן: To avoid people ploughing past this time and claiming that the moisture in
their field hasn’t dried, it’s forbidden for everybody from פ ַסח.
• In general, a form of work which is forbidden  ִמ ְד ַר ָּבנָּ ןduring יטה
ָּ  ְש ִמis permitted
during the entire 6th year unless it improves the actual tree/ground, for example to:
- fertilise;
- remove ‘warts’ (bumps on a trunk of a tree);
- remove extra leaves to give the remaining ones enough nutrients and room to grow;
ר' שׁ ְִמעוֹן: One may do so even during יטה
ָ  ְּש ִמitself, since it prevents harm
as opposed to improving the tree’s growth.
- cover roots with dust;
- apply smoke to a trunk to kill insects;
- remove stones;
- cut branches of a tree other than a vine (which is ייתא
ָ אוֹר
ַ ) ָאסוּר ִמ ְּד, as well as
remove the decay from a tree;
הוֹש ַע
ֻ
ְר' י: One may do so even during יטה
ָ  ְּש ִמitself if it is to protect the 6th
year’s trees.
ר' שׁ ְִמעוֹן: This is forbidden already from  שְּׁבוּעוֹתof the 6th year, since they
improve the tree.
- add dung to a peeling tree trunk to prevent it from dying (which is ָאסוּר ִמ ְּד ַר ָבנָ ן
during יטה
ָ  ְּש ִמsince sometimes dung was added to improve the tree);
- wrap a cloth around it;
- add ash to the bottom of the tree;
- make fences around trees;
- water a tree which can survive without it;
ר' ֶאלְ ָּעזָּ ר ַבר ָּצדוֹק: One may do so even during יטה
ָ  ְּש ִמitself if he does it in
an unusual manner, e.g. if he pours it over the branches.
- smear a pin with oil and pierce it into figs so that they ripen faster.
This is forbidden if they’ll only ripen after יטה
ָ  ְּש ִמbegins, since it’s like
preparing for the יטה
ָ  ְּש ִמyear.
הוּדה
ָּ ְר' י: In a location where piercing figs is uncommon, it’s permitted until
the beginning of יטה
ָ ש ִמ,
ְּ since it doesn’t appear like a form of work.
חכָּ ִמים:
ַ It’s forbidden to work on a tree on which figs grow and were pierced
during יטה
ָ ש ִמ,
ְּ even after יטה
ָ ש ִמ.
ְּ
ר' שׁ ְִמעוֹן: It’s only forbidden to work on those figs themselves.
• Ploughing in an unusual manner in a field which doesn’t need it is forbidden even
before יטה
ָ שׁ ְִּמ, since it’s very similar to regular ploughing which is ייתא
ָ אוֹר
ַ  ָאסוּר ִמ ְּד.
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• חכָ ִמים:
ַ One may not plant, bend the tip of a branch into the ground (and later bring it
back up at a different spot in the field), or graft 2 branches together within 30 days of
יעית
ִ וֹספֶ ת שּׁ ְִּב
ֶ  ּת, since they only fully take root/fuse together after 30 days.
הוּדה
ָ ְר' י: One may not do so within 3 days, since they begin to take root/fuse after 3
days.
 ר' שׁ ְִמעוֹן+ יוֹסי
ֵ
'ר: One may not do so within 2 weeks, since they reach a significant
stage of taking root/fusing together after 2 weeks.

Produce which grows both before and during יטה
ָ ש ִמ:
ְּ

• The critical stage which determines which year produce grew in is different for each
type of produce, and for rice and other produce which ripens and is gathered in at
different times across the field, the critical stage is when they take root, since that
occurs at roughly the same time across the whole field.
This has ramifications for whether produce must be treated with the sanctity
of יטה
ָ ש ִמ,
ְּ and which tithes must be separated.
ְזוּרי
ִ ר' שׁ ְִמעוֹן שׁ: If Egyptian beans are planted to produce seeds and are
therefore not gathered in at the same time, their critical stage is taking root.
ר' שׁ ְִמעוֹן: The critical stage for  –אֲ פוּנִ ין ַה ַ ּג ְּמלוֹנִ יםa type of bean – is the same.
ר' ֶאלְ ָעזָ ר: Their critical stage is when pods grow around them.
• The critical stage for vegetables which are treated regularly is when they are
gathered in from the field, but if they aren’t watered for the last 30 days of the year,
they no longer have the critical stage of vegetables so are considered that year’s
produce even if they are gathered in after רֹאשׁ ַהשָׁנָ ה.
ר' ֵמ ִאיר: If they grow in a ‘ב ַעל-field’
ַ
– one which is watered very infrequently,
they lose the critical stage of vegetables, if 2 consecutive times when it would
usually be watered are missed out.
חכָ ִמים:
ַ 3 consecutive times.
• If one leaves gourds in the ground to produce seeds and they dry out and become
inedible before יטה
ָ ש ִמ,
ְּ they are considered 6th year produce even if they aren’t
gathered before יטה
ָ ש ִמ,
ְּ so they may be kept in the ground. However, if they are still
edible then they may not be kept in the ground, since יעית
ִ יטה( ּ ֵּפירוֹת שׁ ְִּב
ָ  ְּש ִמproduce)
is only “ – ”לְּ ָא ְּכלָ הfor eating.
The leaves which remain edible are considered יעית
ִ  ּ ֵּפירוֹת שׁ ְִּבeven if the main
plant isn’t.
• ר' שׁ ְִמעוֹן: One may sprinkle some water even on ground in between trees, so that it
doesn’t harden and end up harming the trees.
יעזֶר ֶבן יַעֲ קֹב
ֶ ִר' ֶאל: This is forbidden, since this is unlikely to harm the trees.
• ר' שׁ ְִמעוֹן: One may flood a rice field during יטה
ָ  ְּש ִמif it took root beforehand, since this
is necessary for it to grow, but he may not cut its leaves since this is unnecessary.
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• Forms of work which are forbidden during יטה
ָ שׁ ְִמ:

• חכָ ִמים:
ַ One may only pile up his animals’ dung (which is used as fertiliser to aid the
growth of his plants) in his field after the season for fertilising is over and if each pile
is at least the size of 10 containers of 15  ְס ָאהof dung and there are no more than 3
piles, so that it’s clear that he isn’t fertilising the field.
ר' שׁ ְִמעוֹן: One may have as many piles as he wishes, and they only need to be at least
the size of 3 containers of dung.
חכָ ִמים:
ַ He must raise or lower the piles from the ground by 3  טְְפָ ִחיםto have
more than 3 piles.
ר' ֵמ ִאיר: He must do so to have piles larger than the size of 30 containers.
חכָ ִמים:
ַ If one only has a bit of dung, he may pile it up and continuously add to it.
ר' ֶאלְ ָעזָ ר בֶּן עֲ זַ ְריָה: This is forbidden unless he raises or lowers it from the ground
by 3 טפָ ִחים,
ְ since the pile might not become large enough.
חכָ ִמים:
ַ One may fence his animals into an area of 2 ְְאה
ָ  ֵּבית ְסin his field and
may change the location of the 2  ֵּבית ְסְְ ָאהonce, resulting in 4  ֵּבית ְסְְ ָאהbeing
full of dung, and then he must then pile it up.
ר'ְשׁ ְִמעוֹן: He may change the location 4 times, resulting in 8 ְְאה
ָ  ֵּביתְסin total.
• It’s  ָאסוּרְ ִמ ְד ַר ָבנָ ןto dig around a rock to remove it from the ground, since it looks
like he’s preparing to plant the ground.
If there are at least 27 stones which are 1 cubic  ַא ָמהeach and aren’t strongly
attached to or inside the ground, it’s permitted to remove them, since it’s
apparent that he’s removing them to use for building.
If a 10  ְטפָ ִחיםhigh stone wall contains at least 10 stones which require 2 people
to carry each one, then one may take all of the wall’s stones since one would only
take apart such a wall for the sake of using the stones.
- If they are smaller, one must leave the bottom  ֶטפַ חof the wall to show
that he isn’t planting that area.
- If there are at least 2 stones of this size which are attached loosely to the
ground, they may be removed since if he was removing them to plant
there, he would do so when ploughing.
- If there are stones which are lying above the ground, they may be taken as
long as the bottom ones are left on the ground so that it can’t be planted.
o If there is stone ground or straw underneath the stones, he may
remove all of the stones since that area cannot be planted.
One may remove any stones from somebody else’s field and from his own field if
he began to remove them before יטה
ָ  שׁ ְִמbegan.
If one is building a stone wall in his field, he may only use stones within his hand’s
reach so that people see what he’s using the stones for.
 – ַא ְבנֵּ יְ ָכ ֵּתףlarge stones carried on the shoulder which are most commonly used
for building – may be removed from one’s field in the regular way.
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-

ר' ֵמ ִאיר: These are stones which one isn’t able to carry with 1 hand.
יוֹסי
ֵ 'ר: These are stones whose size allows for 2 or 3 of them to be carried
at one time on one’s shoulders.
A professional builder may transport stones in the regular way, since it’s clear
that he wants them for building purposes.
• It’s forbidden to build stairs in a valley which stores water used to water fields, after
the rainy season of the 6th year, since he appears to be preparing for planting in
יטה
ָ ;ש ִמ
ְׁ but it’s permitted after the rainy season of the יטה
ָ  שׁ ְִׁמyear, since it’s
preparing for the following year.
One may also not build a dam in the valley and cement it after the rainy season
of the 6th year.
• Although it’s forbidden to build a fence in one’s field for fear that after digging the
foundation he might decide to actually plant that area, it’s permitted at the edge of his
field bordering a public area, since it’s uncommon to plant there.
הוֹשע
ֻ
ְר' י: Instead of spreading the soft soil which he digs up into his field, he
should first pile it up in the public area and then move it into his field, so that it
appears as though he’s just removing something from a public area and not that
he is preparing his field to be planted.
ר' ע ִקיבָ א: It’s forbidden to put a big obstacle in a public area even temporarily,
so he should pile it up in his own field in the same way that one who fertilises his
field during יטה
ָ  ְׁש ִמmust.
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• Originally, it was permitted to gather large sticks and grass from one’s field, as it
appears that he wants them for firewood or to feed to his animals; however, later it
became forbidden since people gathered all sticks and grass and claimed that they
were large.
It’s permitted to gather large ones from somebody else’s field, as long as they
don’t receive anything in return, since that would encourage them to gather all
of them.
• If one removes detached thorns from his field during יטה
ָ ש ִמ,
ְׁ he may still plant that
field the following year, since subsequent activities are done before it’s planted.
• When the government required an annual tax of crop so the  חֲכֲָמֲִיםallowed one to
plough his field once so that they could give the tax, if somebody ploughed his field a
second time, he may not plant it the following year; a field which is fertilised by his
animals may also not be planted the following year, since these 2 forms of work
facilitate the actual growing of produce.
• בַּיתַּשַּמַּאי: One may not eat produce which grows as a result of ploughing, since the
רה
ֲָ  תֲֲוsays that only produce from “ground which rested will be for you to eat”.
יתַּהלל
ִ
ב: It’s permitted, but not for the one who planted it since he may not benefit from
his sin.
• בַּיתַּשַּמַּאי: One may not express gratitude to the owner of a field from which he takes
produce, since it appears like the owner didn’t open up his field for everyone as required.
יתַּהלל
ִ
ב: It’s permitted.
ר'ַּיַּהוַּדַּה:
ְ
יתֲש ַׁמאי
ַׁ
 ֵּבand יתֲה ֵּלל
ִ
’בs
ֵּ opinions are the opposite, which means that
יתֲה ֵּלל
ִ
 ֵּבis unusually more lenient than ש ַׁמאי
ַׁ ֲ ֵּבית.
• One may arrange with a non-Jew that he will rent the non-Jew’s ploughed field at the
end of יטה
ָ ש ִמ,
ְׁ since the non-Jew’s ploughing during יטה
ָ  ְׁש ִמis for his own sake – in
order to get a higher rental price.
One may not make this arrangement with another Jew, since he’d be causing and
benefitting from a sin.
One may encourage non-Jews whilst they work their fields during יטה
ָ ש ִמ,
ְׁ but
not Jews who are doing so, and one may always ask of non-Jews’ welfare.
• בַּית ַּשַּמַּאי: If trees are planted too close to each other such that each tree isn’t
receiving enough nourishment, one may chop some down but must leave their stumps.
יתַּהלל
ִ
ב: He may uproot it, since it’s just preventing harm and people won’t think that
he’s digging up the tree to plant there.
If he uproots 3 or more, he must leave the stumps; if it’s in somebody else’s field
then he may uproot them fully.
• One may not cover the part of a tree which was chopped with earth, since it improves
the tree’s growth, but one may cover it with stones/straw, since it prevents damage
(drying out).
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• ר' יְ הו ָּדה: One may not chop a 3-10  טִפִחִיםhigh sycamore tree for the first time
during שמיטה, since this improves its growth.
חֲ כָ ִמים: It’s forbidden whatever its height, since it appears like he’s sinning even at a
different height.
• ר' יוסי ה ְּגלִ ילִ י: One who cuts the tips of branches for firewood must cut them 1 טִפִח
away from the regular position of cutting, to show that he isn’t doing so for its growth.
ר' עֲ ִקיבָ א: He may cut them in the regular manner.
• One may loosely tie part of a tree which is cracked to prevent the crack from
expanding, but not tightly to get rid of the crack.

• ‘יעית
ִ ’פירות ְש ִב
ָ  ְש ִמproduce:
ּ – יטה
•

•

The רה
ִ  תִִוstates that  ֵּפירותִשביעיתare “כלִה
ִ ִ – ”לִאfor eating, implying that they may
not be wasted, and this includes eating them whilst they are unripe.
Figs, grapes and olives are often consumed in the field once they’ve reached a
half-ripe stage, so that would not be considered wasting  ֵּפירותִשִביעיתif eaten
in the field.
- Even these species only become obligated in the tithes of the other years
of the  שמיטהcycle once they are fully ripe and are eaten even in the
house.
בּ ית ש ּמאי: From when fruit have emerged on a tree until they have fully ripened, it’s
forbidden to cut the tree down even if its main use is for firewood such that the general
prohibition against cutting down fruit trees wouldn’t apply, since this is killing ִֵּפירות
שביעית.
בּ ית ִהלּ ל: For carobs, it’s forbidden from when they become heavy and droop
downwards; for grapes from when they produce seeds; and for olives from when they
produce blossom.
חֲ כָ ִמים: One may cut down the tree if it’s so old that it no longer produces a קב
of fruit, and for an olive tree ¼ קב
ִ , because of their significance and value.
ר ָ ּבן ִש ְמעון בּ ן ּג ְמלִ יאל: The amount depends on how much it used to produce.
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Specific species which have unique laws:

• White figs take 3 years from when the bud forms until they ripen fully, so those
harvested in the 2nd year of the שמְׁיטְׁה
ְׁ cycle have the sanctity of ירותְׁשביעית
ֹ  ֵּפ.
ר' יְ הו ָּדה: Figs which take 2 years to ripen have the sanctity of ירותְׁשביעית
ֹ  ֵּפin
the 1st year of the שמְׁיטְׁה
ְׁ cycle.
• ר' ֵמ ִאיר: One may only bury ( לוּףa type of onion) in the ground to store if: he buries at
least 12  ַקבof them piled up to a height of 3  ;טפחיםhe adds 1  ֶטפַ חof earth on top of
them, so that it’s clear that they aren’t being planted; they are buried in a place where
people walk, so that no shoots sprout from there, making them appear to be planted.
חכָ ִמים:
ַ There only needs to be 4  ַקבwhich pile up to a height of 1 טפַ ח.
ֶ
• יעזֶר
ֶ ִר' ֶאל: If  לוףgrows during יטה
ָ  ְש ִמand continues growing in the following year,
then he must give poor people the proportion of leaves that grew after ‘ – ’בִּ יעוּרthe
point during שמְׁיטְׁה
ְׁ when a particular species is no longer available for animals in the
fields and one must remove all of that species from his house – since after  ביעורonly
poor people may eat the produce so it’s like they own it.
ש ַע
ֻ הו
ֹ ְר' י: He may keep it all, since after  ביעורeven wealthy people, including himself,
may eat the produce.
• בית שׁ ּ ַַמאי:
ּ ֵ  לוףand other plants which complete their growth in the 6th year and are
left in the ground for a long time before being uprooted are considered 6th year
produce, but one may only dig them up using wooden spades, so that it doesn’t appear
like digging in order to plant.
בית ִהלֵ ל:
ּ ֵ Regular metal tools may be used, as long as he digs in a slightly unusual way.
If it’s growing among rocks, then regular tools may be used since most of that
area cannot be planted.
ר' יְ הו ָּדה: One may buy  לוףwhich has been stored in the ground from the
beginning of the year following שמְׁיטְׁה
ְׁ , since  לוףmay only be dug up during
שמְׁיטְׁה
ְׁ in an unusual and difficult way, so nobody would do so just in order to
store it, which means that one can assume that the  לוףwas uprooted before
שמְׁיטְׁה
ְׁ .
חכָ ִמים:
ַ If the seller is not known as one who observes the laws of שְׁמְׁיטְׁה, one
may only buy  לוףfrom him once the amount of that year’s produce in the markets
is more than the amount of  שמיטהproduce.

• Assisting somebody sinning:

• During שמְׁיטְׁה
ְׁ , one may not sell somebody who isn’t known as a שמְׁיטְׁה
ְׁ observer,
tools which can only be used to do an activity which is forbidden during שמְׁיטְׁה
ְׁ , but if
it has even a secondary use which is permissible, he may sell it to him.
בית שׁ ּ ַַמאי:
ּ ֵ One may not sell a cow designated for ploughing, since it’s expensive
so unlikely to be slaughtered rather than worked.
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•

•

בית ִה ֵּלל:
ֵּ It’s permitted, since it’s possible to slaughter it.
One may not sell more than 5 jugs for oil and 15 jugs for wine to somebody who hasn’t
yet collected olives/grapes, since that’s the estimated amount that one is able to collect
from fields which are opened for everybody, and he’d be encouraging/assisting him to
obtain olives/grapes from a non-יטה
ָ  ְׁש ִמobserving field which has more available.
One may sell more jugs to a non-Jew or to a Jew living outside of א ֶרץ יִ שׂ ְָׁר ֵאל,
ֶ
and we aren’t concerned that he’ll sell them to a Jew in א ֶרץ יִ שׂ ְָׁר ֵאל.
ֶ
To promote peace, a woman may lend a sieve to a woman who is an ‘– ’ ַעם ָה ָא ֶרץ
ignorant person who is assumed not to separate tithes and to be  – ָט ֵמאand even help
her to sieve, since most  ַע ֵמי ָה ָא ֶרץstill do separate tithes; but once water is added and
it becomes obligated in ‘’חלָ ה
ַ – a portion of one’s dough which goes to a  – כ ֵֹּהןshe may
not assist her, since one may not allow  ַחלָ הto become ט ֵמא.
ָ
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• Locations where יטה
ָ  ְש ִמapplies:
•

•

•

•

•

•

The land which was reconquered by  ֶעזְ רׇאwhen he returned to  ֶא ֶרץ יִ שׂ ְָר ֵאלto rebuild
the  ֵבית ַה ִמ ְק ָדשis obligated in יטה
ָ  ְש ִמaccording to the תוֺ ָרה.
That which was only conquered by ש ַע
ֻׁ ֺ יְ הוmay not be worked  ִמ ְד ַר ָב ַָנן, since it
was once part of א ֶרץ יִ שׂ ְָר ֵאל,
ֶ but  ִביעורdoesn’t apply there.
One may not work on produce attached to the ground in ‘’סוּריָא
ְ
– the lands conquered
ְ
by  ָדוִ ד ַה ֶמלֶ ךbefore he conquered the entire land of  ֶא ֶרץ יִ שׂ ְָר ֵאלitself – so that people
aren’t encouraged to relocate from  ֶא ֶרץ יִ שׂ ְָר ֵאלto there.
ר' ַע ִקיבָ א: Generally, anything  ָאסור ִמ ְד ַר ָבנָ ןin  ֶא ֶרץ יִ שׂ ְָר ֵאלis permitted in
סוּריָא.
ְ
Onions which are left in the ground from the 6th year into יטה
ָ  ְש ִמare considered
יטה
ָ  ְש ִמproduce if their leaves are blackened.
יג ֹנוס
ְ ר' ַחנִ ינָ א ֶּבן ַאנְ ִט: If one is able to lift up the onions by the leaves, this is also a sign
that the leaves grew whilst the onions were still attached to the ground so they’re
considered יטה
ָ  ְש ִמproduce.
יג ֹנוס
ְ ר' ַחנִ ינָ א ֶּבן ַאנְ ִט: If they grow more in the year following יטה
ָ ש ִמ,
ְ they cease
to be יטה
ָ  ְש ִמproduce.
חכָ ִמים:
ַ One may buy vegetables in the year following יטה
ָ  ְש ִמfrom somebody who isn’t
known to observe the יטה
ָ  ְש ִמlaws from the time that the amount of that year’s
produce being sold in even one market is as much as the amount of יטה
ָ  ְש ִמproduce
being sold.
ר ִבי:ַ It’s permitted from the beginning of the year, since most of the vegetables sold
right after יטה
ָ  ְש ִמare imported from outside of  ֶא ֶרץ יִ שׂ ְָר ֵאלso not restricted by
יטה
ָ  ְש ִמ.
One may not take יטה
ָ  ְש ִמproduce outside of  ֶא ֶרץ יִ שׂ ְָר ֵאל, since the  תוֺ ָרהsays that at
the time of  ִביעורthe יטה
ָ  ְש ִמproduce must be in א ֶרץ יִ שׂ ְָר ֵאל.
ֶ
One may also not take out ‘ש ֶּמן ְש ֵרפָ ה
ֶּ ’ –  ְתרו ָמהoil which becomes  ָט ֵמאso must
be burnt – since just like invalid נות
ֹ  ָק ְר ָבmust be burnt within the area that they
are eaten (שלַ יִ ם
ָ )יְ רו, so too  ְתרו ָמהwhich is  ָט ֵמאmust be burnt in א ֶרץ יִ שׂ ְָר ֵאל,
ֶ
since it may not be eaten outside of  ֶא ֶרץ יִ שׂ ְָר ֵאלas other lands are  ָט ֵמא ִמ ְד ַר ָבנַ ן.
עון
ֹ ר' ִש ְמ: One may take יטה
ָ  ְש ִמproduce to סוּריָא,
ְ
since it’s considered to be the
same as  ֶא ֶרץ יִ שׂ ְָר ֵאלin this regard, and ש ֶמן ְש ֵרפָ ה
ֶ since the airspace of סוּריָא
ְ
is הור
ֹ  ָטso one is able to eat  ְתרו ָמהthere.
One may not bring  ְתרו ָמהfrom the lands surrounding  ֶּא ֶּרץ יִ שׂ ְָר ֵאלwhich are
obligated in  ְתרו ָמהinto א ֶרץ יִ שׂ ְָר ֵאל,
ֶ so as not to encourage  כ ַֹהנִ יםto leave ֶא ֶרץ
 יִ שׂ ְָר ֵאלto fetch more, which is forbidden since those lands are  ָט ֵמא.
עון
ֹ ר' ִש ְמ: It’s permitted from סוּריָא,
ְ
since it’s possible for the  כ ֵֹהןto enter without
becoming  ָט ֵמא.
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• What things have ‘יעית
ִ ירות ּ ְש ִב
ֹ ּשת ּ ֵּפ
ַׁ  – ’ ְקדוsanctity of יטה
ָ  ְש ִמproduce:
•

•

•

•

•

The  ּת ֹו ָרהsays that שמְׁיטְָׁה
ְׁ produce is ““ – ”ל ָאכלָ הfor eating”, so any produce which
is consumed in a similar way to eating, i.e. that the gain comes at the same time as it
is consumed, gains ירותְׁ ּשביעית
ֹ ּשתְׁ ּ ֵּפ
ַׁ קדו.
This includes (1) human food, (2) animal food and (3) plants used for dying.
Money used to buy יטה
ָ  שמproduce gains ירותְׁ ּשביעית
ֹ ּשתְׁ ּ ֵּפ
ַׁ  קדוtoo.
 בּ יעוּרdoesn’t apply to plants which don’t disintegrate if left in the ground, since
there will always be some available for animals in the field.
ר' ֵּמ ִאיר: Money used to buy this type of  שְׁמְׁיטְָׁהproduce must be gotten rid of
by the end of שמְׁיטְָׁה
ְׁ , so that it doesn’t get mixed up with non-שמְׁיטְָׁה
ְׁ ְׁmoney.
If the leaves of such a plant fall off and do disintegrate, then  בּ יעוּרdoes apply to
the leaves if they’re edible.
One may not do business with:
- produce which has יעית
ִ ירות ּ ְש ִב
ֹ ּשת ּ ֵּפ
ַׁ ; ְקדו
If somebody collects produce from a field, his son may sell it on.
- first-born animals which have blemishes so may be eaten even by non-כּ ֹהנְׁים, in
case the  כּ ֵֹּהןwaits for the market price to rise before selling them and thereby comes
to work or shear them, which is forbidden;
If he buys a firstborn for his own feast and then decides that he doesn’t need
it anymore, he may sell it on, since this isn’t business-like.
- ( ְּתרו ָּמהproduce which goes to a  כּ ֵֹּהןand only he may eat)
- Animals which may not be eaten, such as a ‘ – ’נְ בֵּ לָ הanimal which dies without
valid יטה
ָ שח, a ‘’ט ֵּרפָ ה
ְ – animal with an internal wound, and small insects.
תנָ א ַׁק ָמא:
ַׁ ּ A hunter who happens to capture some non-kosher animals too
may sell them, since they need to pay a high tax to the government.
ר' יְ הו ָּדה: Anybody who finds a non-kosher animal may sell it, as long as he
doesn’t do this frequently.
חכָ ִמים:
ַׁ Only a hunter may do so, but he may even deliberately look for nonkosher animals to capture and sell.
חכָ ִמים:
ַׁ The liquid which oozes out of the trunk and branches of a tree hasְּׁשת
ַׁ קדו
ירותְׁ ּשביעית
ֹ  ּ ֵּפ.
ר' שׁ ְִמעוֹן: It doesn’t, since it has the same status as the wood which it comes from, and
the gain from wood comes only once it has been consumed and turned into coals, so it
is dissimilar to eating.
If a rose which grew during יטה
ָ  שּׁ ְִמis placed in non-יטה
ָ  שּׁ ְִמoil for over a day and
makes up 1/60 of the mixture and isn’t removed before the time of בּ יעְּׁור, then even
the oil is obligated in בּ יעְּׁור, since the rose is ‘ – ’ ֹנו ֵּתן ַׁט ַׁעםgives off its taste/flavour.
If any amount of יטה
ָ  שמoil is mixed with non-יטה
ָ  שמoil, it’s all obligated in
בּ יעְּׁור.
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• What יעית
ִ ירות ְש ִב
ֹ  ֵּפmay be used for:
•

•

•

•
•

•
•

Produce which is designated for human food may not be used for healing humans or
animals, but if it’s designated for animal food then one may use it for healing humans,
since the  ּת ֹו ָרהsays “”לָ כֶ ם לְ ָא ְכלָ ה, meaning only that which is designated for you to eat
must be eaten.
If somebody harvests produce which isn’t designated for a specific use with the
intention to use it for both human and animal food, the stringencies of both apply, so it may not be used for healing and it may not be cooked; if he harvests it
with the intention to use it as wood, then יטה
ָ  ְש ִמdoesn’t apply to it.
Drinking is considered like eating, and it’s learnt from the  ּת ֹו ָרהthat rubbing oil on
one’s body is like drinking it. Therefore, these 3 things may be done with יטה
ָ  ְש ִמproduce, as long as they are done in the regular manner, e.g. if something is usually eaten
cooked then it may not be eaten raw, and wine may not be rubbed on one’s body.
These 3 uses are what may be done with  ְּתרו ָּמהand שנִ י
ֵׂ שר
ֵׂ ( ַמ ַע1/10 of one’s
produce which he must consume in ּשלַ יִ ם
ָ  ) ְיּרוtoo.
- An extra word which the  ּת ֹו ָרהuses when talking about יעית
ִ ירות ּ ְש ִב
ֹ ּ ֵׂפ
teaches that יטה
ָ  ְש ִמoil may be used for lighting, which is similar to eating
in that the gain occurs at the same time as it’s used up.
It’s forbidden to sell יעית
ִ ירות ּ ְש ִב
ֹ  ּ ֵׂפin a way that is regular for sales, even if it’s not
regular for that particular produce, e,g, selling vegetables by weight.
בית שׁ ַַמאי:
ֵּ One may not even sell produce in bundles.
בית ִהלֵּ ל:
ֵּ One may bundle up produce in an unprofessional way if that’s normal for that
produce.
If somebody pays his worker to gather יטה
ָ  ְש ִמproduce for him, the money doesn’t
gain יעית
ִ ירות ּ ְש ִב
ֹ ּשת ּ ֵׂפ
ַ  ְקדוsince he’s not paying him for the produce but for the job.
This is not the case if he tells him to gather it “for the money”.
It’s permitted to take a loaf of bread from a baker and tell him that he’ll bring him
יטה
ָ  ְש ִמvegetables, since vegetables are so widely available that it’s not considered
payment, and since he didn’t say that it would be payment.
If he took the loaf without saying anything, it’s assumed that he’ll pay for it later
and the loaf is a loan until then, so it’s forbidden to give him יעית
ִ ירות ּ ְש ִב
ֹ  ּ ֵׂפfor
it since to pay off a debt comes under the category of business.
One may not exchange יעית
ִ ירות ּ ְש ִב
ֹ  ּ ֵׂפ, or money which was exchanged with ירות
ֹ ּ ֵׂפ
יעית
ִ ש ִב,
ְ ּ for services which aren’t for eating or drinking purposes, e.g. a barber,
unless he gives it to the worker as a ‘gift’.
One may not harvest and process יעית
ִ ירות ּ ְש ִב
ֹ  ּ ֵׂפin the regular way, e.g. he may not cut
a fig off a tree using a knife designated for that; he may not crush grapes/olives in a
regular wine/olive-press.
ר' שׁ ְִמעוֹן: He may initially crush the olives in a regular olive-press, and then complete
the process in a smaller one.
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ִ שׁ ְִב
• חכָ ִמים:
ַ One may not cook a יטה
ָ  ְש ִמvegetable in  ְּתרו ָּמהoil, since if the oil becomes
 ָט ֵמאthen the vegetable would need to be burnt with it, which is wasting ירות
ֹ ֵפ
יעית
ִ ש ִב.
ר' שׁ ְִמעוֹן: It’s permitted, since it won’t necessarily become  ָט ֵמאand it’s only forbidden
to waste יעית
ִ ירות ש ִב
ֹ  ֵפdirectly.
• If יעית
ִ ירות ש ִב
ֹ  ֵפare exchanged for something else and that in turn is exchanged for
something else multiple times, then the last thing which is exchanged and the produce
itself have יטה
ָ  ש ִמsanctity.
• חכָ ִמים:
ַ Money exchanged for יעית
ִ ירות ש ִב
ֹ  ֵפmay only be used to buy food, and if one
buys other things then he must buy that amount of other food and treat it with
יעית
ִ ירות ש ִב
ֹ שת ֵפ
ַׁ קדו.
The same applies to buying נות
ֹ  ָקר ָבwith the money, since they must be bought
with one’s own unholy money.
חכָ ִמים:
ַ One may not heat up the water in a bathhouse by burning יטה
ָ ש ִמ
straw, since the benefit gained from bathing in the bathhouse occurs after the
יטה
ָ  ש ִמproduce is used up, so it’s not like eating. However, if one did do so, he
is still permitted to bathe in it as long as he buys other food in its place and treats
it with יטה
ָ  ש ִמsanctity.
- A well-respected person shouldn’t bathe in it, since it will cause others to
be even more lenient.
יעזֶר
ֶ ִר' ֶאל: If one buys other things, they must be burnt.
When  ר' ַע ִקיבָ אwas told of יעזֶר
ֶ ִ’ר' ֶאלs opinion, he said that in realityיעזֶ ר
ֶ ִר' ֶאל
was far more lenient.
- So too,  ר' ַע ִקיבָ אwas told of יעזֶר
ֶ ִ’ר' ֶאלs opinion that one who eats bread
baked by a ‘ – ’כּ ו ִּּתיsomebody from a certain nation whose conversion to
become Jewish was uncertain – it’s as if he’s eaten pork, in order to distance them from the Jews.  ר' ַׁע ִקיבָ אsaid that in reality יעזֶ ר
ֶ ִ ר' ֶאלwas far
more lenient.
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• One may not give יעית
ִ ירות ש ִב
ֹ  ֵּפto an ‘’עם ָה ֶָָא ֶָרץ
ַ – one who is ignorant of many laws
– since he might not observe the restrictions of יעית
ִ ירות ש ִב
ֹ  ; ֵּפone may also not buy
יעית
ִ ירות ש ִב
ֹ  ֵּפfrom him, in case he didn’t open up his field for everybody.
One may buy wild produce which isn’t generally looked after from him, since
the owner disregards them so would allow people to take them from his field.
- These are also considered  – ֶהפ ֵּקרownerless, so they are exempt from
tithes, which mean that one may buy/sell them from/to an עם ָה ֶָא ֶרץ.
ַ
- ר' שׁ ְִמעוֹן: ‘יחים
ִ ’ס ִפ
ְ – produce which grows from seeds which were
dropped the previous year – are also disregarded by the owner so are
included, except for cabbage יחים
ִ ס ִפ.
ר' יְ הו ָּדה: This is only true of mustard יחים
ִ ס ִפ.
חכָ ִמים:
ַ יחים
ִ  ס ִפaren’t disregarded.

• ‘ – ’בִּ יעוּרThe obligation to remove יעית
ִ ירות ּ ְש ִב
ֹ  ּ ֵּפfrom one’s house once that
type of produce is no longer available for animals in that area:
•

•

•
•

•

חכָ ִמים:
ַ  ֶָא ֶָרץ יִ ְש ָר ֵּאלis split into 3 different areas, and animals don’t roam for food in a
different area, so once a particular type of produce is no longer available for animals in
one area, then everybody in that area must remove that produce from their house.
ר' שׁ ְִמעוֹן:  ֶָא ֶָרץ יִ ְש ָר ֵּאלis considered like one area, so one may eat produce anywhere in
the country until it is no longer available in  – ַהר ַה ֶמלֶ ךthe mountain upon which produce remained for the longest. However, the area of  יְ הו ָּדהis split into 3 different areas.
The entire  ֶא ֶרץ יִ ש ָר ֵּאלis considered one area for olives and dates, since animals
roam around the whole country for these.
חכָ ִמים:
ַ If a particular type of produce only remains in an inhabited area, that doesn’t
withhold  ִביעורsince animals rarely approach these areas.
ר' ֹיו ֵּסי: This does withhold  ִביעורso that produce doesn’t yet need to be removed from
one’s house, since it’s still possible for animals to approach there; however, produce in
a field which was illegally closed off during יטה
ָ  שׁ ִמdoesn’t withhold  ִביעורsince
animals are prevented from entering.
According to ר' ֹיו ֵּסי, produce in a bird’s nest which is in the wall of a house withholds ביעור.
ִ
If a tree is harvested twice in one year, one may continue eating from the first crop
as long as the second crop is still available.
חכָ ִמים:
ַ יטה
ָ  ש ִמgrapes which are only picked in the winter following יטה
ָ  ש ִמdon’t
withhold ביעור,
ִ since don’t appear to be יטה
ָ  ש ִמproduce.
ר' יְ הו ָּדה: They do, since they are יטה
ָ  ש ִמproduce if they begin ripening during יטה
ָ ש ִמ.
יעזֶָר
ֶָ ִר' ֶָאל: If one pickles 3 different vegetables together such that each one absorbs
the others’ taste, they must all be removed from the house as soon as the time of ִביעור
is reached for one of them, since each one contains that one’s taste.

פרק ט

Summaries
יעית
ִ שׁ ְִב
ַש
ע
ֻׁ הו
ֹ ְר'ַי: They only need to be removed once the times of  ִּ ּביעוּרare reached for all of
them, since it’s learnt from the  ּת ֹו ָרהthat as long as part of something doesn’t need to
be removed, all of it may be eaten.
יאל
ֵ ִר ָּבןַג ְמל: Each vegetable still has its own time of ביעוּר,
ּ ִּ since the absorption of the
taste doesn’t affect  ִּ ּביעוּרsince it isn’t tangible.
ר'ַשׁ ְִמעוֹן: All vegetables are considered one produce with regards to ביעוּר.
ּ ִּ
The  ַהלָ כָ הfollows יאל
ֵ ִּ ַר ָּבן ַ ּג ְמל.
1) ( ְר ִגילָּ הa moist plant which lasts for a long time and grows in hidden places so its exact
 ִּ ּביעוּרtime is unknown) may be eaten for as long as artichokes may be eaten.
2) The  ִּ ּביעוּרtime for grass is unknown, so edible grass must be removed once it has
dried, and dry grass fit for animal consumption must be removed once the 2nd rain
has come.
3) The  ִּ ּביעוּרtime for leaves of grapevines is once they’ve dried, and for dry ones once
the 2nd rain has come, since different animals eat different types so they have a different ביעוּר.
ּ ִּ
ר'ַע ִקיבָּ א: The  ִּ ּביעוּרtime for all grass and leaves of a grapevines is once the 2nd
rain has come.
1) One who rents a house “until the rains” has it until the 2nd rain.
2) One who makes a vow not to benefit from somebody else “until the rains” may
not benefit from him until the 2nd rain.
3) Poor people, and people gathering food during יטה
ָ  ְש ִּמ, may not enter fields after
the 2nd rain, since they will damage the plants which have just begun to sprout.
4) One may use יטה
ָ  ְש ִּמstraw for any purpose after the 2nd rain, since it becomes
unfit even for animal consumption so loses its יעית
ִּ ירות ְש ִּב
ֹ ּשת ּ ֵפ
ַ  ְקדו.
• ר'ַיְ הו ָּדה: After the owner has removed his produce and declared it ownerless, only poor
people may eat it, since the  ּת ֹו ָרהsays that “the poor ones of your nation shall eat”.
ר'ַיו ֵסי:
ֹ
Even wealthy people may do so, since the  ּת ֹו ָרהalso says that it will be “for you
to eat”, implying everybody.
• יעזֶר
ֶ ִר'ַאל:
ֶ
According to  ֵביתַשׁמאיthat one may not show gratitude for receiving ירות
ֹ ּ ֵפ
יעית
ִּ  ְש ִּבsince they’re ownerless, if one inherits or receives a gift of יעית
ִ ש ִב
ְַ ַירות
ֹ  ֵפhe
must share it with others too.
חכָּ ִמים: He may not keep any of it for himself.
• Although יעית
ִּ ירות ְש ִּב
ֹ  ּ ֵפare ownerless and therefore exempt from tithes, dough from
יעית
ִּ ירות ְש ִּב
ֹ  ּ ֵפis obligated in ‘ – ’חלָּ הthe gift of dough which is given to a כּ ֵֹהן.
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• ‘יטת ְכ ָס ִפים
ַ  ’ ְש ִמ- Cancellation of debts:
•

•

•
•
•
•

At the end of the שמְׁיטְׁה
ְׁ year, all loans are cancelled (even outside of ) ֶא ֶרץ ְׁישר ֵאל
and the debtor no longer owes money to the lender.
This is true even if the loan document stated that the lender would be able to
collect the borrower’s property if he can’t pay back.
חכָ ִמים:
ַ If somebody buys items from a shopkeeper on credit, this isn’t
considered a loan so he still owes the money, unless they agreed to turn it into a
loan.
ר' יְ הו ָדה: If he buys on credit more than once, then only the most recent purchase
is not considered a loan, since it’s inappropriate to buy so much on credit so it’s
understood that it becomes a loan.
חכָ ִמים:
ַ Wages owed to a worker are not considered a loan.
ר' ֹיו ֵסי: If the work which he did is something forbidden during שמיטה, then at
the beginning of שמְׁיטְׁה
ְׁ it becomes a loan so would be cancelled at the end of
שמְׁיטְׁה
ְׁ if still not paid.
If one slaughters a cow and gives out the pieces on  רֹאש ַה ָשנָ הof the year following
שמְׁיטְׁה
ְׁ , the money which they owe to him isn’t cancelled, since they only owed it to
him from after שמְׁיטְׁה
ְׁ .
If it emerges that ֹאש ְׁ ַהשנה
ְׁ  רwas actually the next day because the previous
month of  ֶאלולcontained 30 days, the loan occurred before the end of שמְׁיטְׁה
ְׁ so
is cancelled.
A fine issued by  ֵבית ִדיןisn’t cancelled, since it’s viewed as if it’s already been paid.
If a lender takes collateral from the borrower, the loan isn’t cancelled since he’s
already got potential payment for the loan.
If one gives over his loan documents to  ֵבית ִדיןto collect for him, they aren’t
cancelled since the  ת ֹורהimplies that only a loan “in your hand” is cancelled.
 הלֵלinstituted a ‘רוזְ בול
ֹ  – ’ ְפa document which is signed by judges and witnesses and in
which one gives over the rights of his loans to  ֵבית ִדיןand they are therefore not
cancelled – in order that people would be willing to lend money close to the end of
שמְׁיטְׁה
ְׁ .
If the date written on the רוזבול
ֹ  פis mistakenly an earlier date, it is still valid
since this is to his detriment, as a רוזבול
ֹ  פonly helps for loans written
beforehand. If it’s mistakenly a later date, it’s invalid since that would include
loans which occur after the רוזבול
ֹ  פis written.
- A regular ‘חוב
ֹ  – ’ ְש ַטרloan document – whose written date is an earlier
one is invalid, since the lender gains from there being more ‘ ְנכָ ִסים
עב ִדים
ָ ש
ֻׁ ’מ
ְ – property sold by the borrower during the period of the loan
which the lender may collect as payment if the borrower can’t pay back
the loan. If it’s a later date, it’s valid since it’s to his detriment.
A רוזבול
ֹ  פcan include multiple loans to different people.

פרק י

Summaries
יעית
ִ שׁ ְִב

•

It only works if the borrower owns land, so if he has none then the lender
should give him a tiny piece of his land.
- ח ְצ ִפית
ֻ 'ר: If one’s wife owns land, that’s sufficient; if orphans own land,
that’s sufficient for their guardian to write a רוזְּ בּול
ֹ  ְּפ.
- יעזֶר
ֶ ִר' ֶאל: A beehive which lies on the ground but isn’t connected to the
ground still has the status of land .
חכָ ִמים:
ַ It isn’t considered land .
If a borrower wishes to repay a loan after it’s been cancelled, the lender must say that
it’s cancelled and he has no right to it, and then he may accept it as a gift, since the ת ֹו ָרה
says “this is the word of יטה
ָ ”שׁ ְִּמ, implying that as long as he says it’s cancelled he may
accept it.
If somebody kills unintentionally so is exiled to an ( ִעיר ּ ִמ ְּקלָ טrefuge city) and
the people of the city wish to honour him, he must tell them that he’s a murderer
and then he may accept, since the  ת ֹו ָרהsays “this is the word of the murderer”.
The  ַחכָ ִמיםare pleased with somebody who repays a loan after it’s cancelled,
since it will make people less reluctant to lend money close to the end of שמיטה,
as they will know that they might still receive their money back.
- The  ַחכָ ִמיםare also pleased with one who pays back the children of a
convert from whom he borrowed if he dies, even though they don’t
Halachically inherit their father.
- The  ַחכָ ִמיםare also pleased with one who keeps his word if he agrees to
a sale, even if the sale hasn’t yet occurred.

TEST

מסכת שביעית
1. How long is ייתא
ָ או ַר
ֹ ּיעית ִמ ְּד
ִ וֹספֶ ת שּׁ ְִּב
ֶ ? ּת
2. מ ְּדּ ַר ָּבנָ ן,
ִ from when during the 6th year may one not plough his tree field?
3. How many trees must there be in a  ֵּּבית ְּּס ָאהfor one to be able to plough
there regardless of their size?
4. Until when, may one perform a form of work which is forbidden ִמ ְּדּ ַר ָּבנָ ן
during יטה
ָ שּׁ ְִּמ, if it doesn’t improve the actual ground/tree?
5. What is the critical stage of the growth/processing of vegetables that
determines what year they are from?
6. Why may one generally not remove stones from the ground during יטה
ָ שּׁ ְִּמ,
and what type of stones may be removed?
7. What is forbidden in the last part of the 6th year and permitted in the last
part of the יטה
ָ  שּׁ ְִּמyear itself?
8. In what situation is it forbidden (according to ש ַמאי
ַ  ) ֵּּביתto express
gratitude, and why?
9. What does the  ּת ֹו ָרהsay should be the primary use of יעית
ִ ירות ּ ְּש ִב
ֹ  ּ ֵּפ, and
why is burning יטה
ָ  שּׁ ְִּמwood to use as coals not permitted?
10. What is ?ביעוּר
ִּ
11. Why have white figs which are harvested in the 2nd year of the יטה
ָ שּׁ ְִּמ
cycle got יעית
ִ ש ִב
ְּ ּ ירות
ֹ ּשת ּ ֵּפ
ַ ? ְּקדו
12. What is the rule for what one may sell to another Jew during יטה
ָ  שּׁ ְִּמif it
could be used to violate יטה
ָ ?שּׁ ְִּמ
13. Into how many areas is  ֶא ֶרץ יִ ְּש ָר ֵּאלsplit?
14. What lands are part of ?סו ְּּריָא
15. List 2 things which may not be taken out of ש ָר ֵּאל
ְּ ִ ֶא ֶרץ יand 2 things which
may not be brought into אל
ֵּ ? ֶא ֶרץ יִ ְּש ָר
16. What plants don’t have ?ביעוּר
ִּ
17. List 4 things with which one may not do business?
18. In what way may one harvest produce during יטה
ָ ?שּׁ ְִּמ
19. Define יחים
ִ ס ִפ.
ְּּ
20. What is a רוזְּ בּ וּל
ֹ ?פ
ְּ ּ

